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L'Ouverture, sons of the liberator of Hayti, whom, as a testi-
mony of his confidence, and a pledge of his fidelity, their father
had sent to Paris for their education. They both resided in the
College La Marche, of which Coasnon was the principal. The
Consul j'udged it politic to throw a veil over their eyes. In-
tending to destroy the father, he had no scruples of conscience
about deluding the sons. Coasnon, their teacher, being gained
over, assured the young men that the French Government had
none but pacific views. A few days afterward he received a
letter from the Minister of Marine, apprising him that the Con-
sul wished to see and converse with his pupils before their
departure. Repairing to the minister's residence, they received
in the presence of Coasnon a confirmation of his statement that
the intentions of the Government were of a friendly nature.
They were then conducted to Bonaparte, who, the better to
conceal his real purposes, received them in a flattering manner.
Having ascertained which of the two was Toussaint's own son,
he said to him, " Your father is a great man ; ho has rendered
eminent services to France. Ton will tell him that I, the first
magistrate of the French people, promise him protection, glory,
and honor. Do not think that Franco intends to carry war to
Saint Domingo. The army which it sends thither is destined,
not to attack the troops of the country, but to augment their
numbers. Hero is General Leclerc, my brother-in-law, whom
I have appointed Captain-General, and who will command that
armament. Orders have been given for you to arrive at Saint
Domingo a fortnight before tho fleet, to announce to your
father the coming of tho expedition." On the next day, the
delusion was carried still farther, for the Minister of Marine, as
a kind of practical assurance how well Toussaiufc and his chil-
dren stood with tho highest authorities, dntertained the young
men at a magnificent repast; and shortly after, in order to com-
plete the farce by an appeal to negro vanity, he, in the namo
of his government, presented to them a superb suit of armor,
and a rich and brilliant military costume.
It scarcely needs be stated that tho promise that tho youthsumber proposed that, for the
